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Date d'exp^ition (jourAnois/ann^e) 

08 juin 2006 (08.06.2006) 


R6fdrence du dossier du d^posant ou du mandataiie 
VALS919BPCT 


NOTIFICATION IMPORTANTE 


Demande internatioaale n** 
PCT/FR2004/001704 


Date du d^6t intemationa] (jour/mois/annie) 
01 juillet 2004 (01 .07.2004) 


D^posant ' — 

VALOiS SAS etc 



1. TransmissioD de la traduction au d^posant 



W\ !^ Bureau international transmet ci-joint copie de la traduction en langue anglaise du report pi^liminaire intemaUonal sur la 
bievetabilit6 (chapitie I). 

Q Le Bureau intemaUonal transmet ci-joint copie de la traduction en langue anglaise du report pr61iminaire intemaiional sur la 
Drevetabilite (chapitre II). 

2- Transmission d'une copie de la traduction aux offices d^sign^ ou €lus. 

Le Bureau intenwtional notifie au d6posant qu'une copie de cette traduction a €\& transmise aux offices d6sign6s ou flus suivants oui 
exigent la traduction en question: ^ 

Aucun 

Les offices d6sign6s ou 61us suivants ayant rcnonc6 h Texigence selon Jaquelle la transmission doit Stre effecmfe H cette date recevrom une 
copie de cette traduction du Bureau international seulement & lew demande: 

CA. OH, ON. CO, OR, CU, CZ. DE. DK. DM. DZ EA 
EC. EE. EG. EP, ES. Fl. GB, GD. GE. GH. GM. HR. HU, ID, IL. IN, IS. JP, KE. KG KP KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LU 

SY, TJ, TM. TN. TR. TT, TZ. UA. UG. US, UZ. VC. VN. YU. ZA. ZM. ZW ' 

3. Rappel concernant la traduction dans la ou Pune des langues olBcielles de Toffice ou des ofiElces flus. 

H est rappel6 au d^posant que, lorsqu'une traduction de la demande intemaUonale doit dtre remise k un office 61u. cette traduction doit 
comporter la traducUon de toute annexe du rapport pr61iminairc international sur la brevetabilit6 (chapiu« D). 

n aPI»r«^<tau d^posant d'^tablir la traduction en question et de la remettre directement k chaque office ^hi int^ress^ dans le 
applicable (rfegle 74.1). Voir le volume H du Guide du dipasatU du FCT pour de plu^fcmples rensSgnements. 



Bureau international de TOMPI 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Gen^e 20. Suisse 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERN AnONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



PCX 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITy 

(PCT Rule 43W5.1) 



Date of mailing 
(day/monih/year) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

VALS 919 B PCT 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

Sec paragraph 2 below 



IntematicMial application No. 

PCT/FR2004/001704 



International filing date (day/moniPi/year) 

01.07.2004 



Priority date {day/month/year) 

02.07.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 



Aj^licaitf 

VALOIS SAS 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
ftiority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule l(aXi) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international xq[^Iication 
Certain observations on the intemationa] application 

If a demand for international preUminary examination is made, this <^inion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International PtdiminaryExamining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified tiie lotemational Bureau under Rule 66.IW5(b) that written opinions of 
this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
wnttcn reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of maUing of Form 
PCT/IS A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority dale, whichever expires later. 
For further options, sec Form PCT/ISA/220. 

3. For further details, sec notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No- 1 




Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. m 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


□ 


Box No. Vin 


FURTHER ACTION 





Authorized officer 


Facsimile No. 





Form PCT/IS/W237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



WRriTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Iitcmational application No. 

PCT/FR2004/001704 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. Willi regard to the ianguage, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the miginal language into the following language 

» which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nudeotlde and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I tablc(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

I I i n writt en format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in coo^uter readable form. 
I I fumi^ed subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. I I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) rdating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or docs not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



FonnFCT/ISAA237(BoxNo.I) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



lotcmational application No. 

PCT/FR2004/001704 



Box No. II 



Priority 



The following document has not yet been furnished: 

copy of the earlier application whose priority has been daimed (Rule 43Ws.l and 66.7(a)). 
translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis. 1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has nevertheless been established < 
the assumption that the relevant date in the claimed priority date. 



□ 



I I ™5 opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority dai 
(Rules 436/5.1 and 64.1), Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international filing date indicated abo 
relevant date. 



3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



daim has been found invalid 
above is considered to be the 



Form PCT/ISAAa7 (Box No. II) (Jamiaiy 2004) 



WRriTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Ittemadonal application No. 



1 ^ I'^n^ 1^'""^ ^""^^ «bli.l(a)0) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial appllcabilH;!— 

1 — dtatlons and explanations supporting such statement ppiicaoiuiy, | 


1 1. Statement 






1 Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-13 

YES 




Claims 


NO 


1 Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-13 

— , YES 




Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-13 

^ . ^ YES 




Claims 


NO 


1 ■ 







Reference is made to the following documents in the 
present notification: 

Dl: US 6 202 900 Bl (TSUTSUI TATSUO ET AL) 20 March 
2001 



Document Dl, which is considered to represent the 
most relevant prior art, describes (the references 
between parentheses apply to this document) : 

A control valve for dispensing fluid products, 
designed to be mounted on a reservoir containing 
fluid product, the said valve comprising a valve 
body (12) comprising a metering chamber (21), 
and the valve comprising a first valve element 
(19) for dispensing the product contained in the 
metering chamber (21), and a second valve 
element (18) for filling the said metering 
chcimber (21) , 

from which the subject matter of independent claim 1 

differs in that: 

the said first and second valve elements are 
actuated separately during valve use. 



Form PCr/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (iannaiy 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Ictemational application No. 

PCT/FR2004/0017 04 



Reined ^atement under Rule 43bis.l(a)a) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial appllcabUUy; 
Qtatlons and explanaUons supporting such statement 

2.1 The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

The problem that the present invention is intended 

to solve can be considered to be: 

How to improve metering accuracy and 
reproducibility and facilitate the filling of 
the reservoir with the fluid product and with 
the propellant. 



2.2 The solution to this problem, as proposed in claim 1 
of the present application, is considered to involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), for the 
following reasons : 

By using 2 valve elements (one for admission, 
one for delivery) actuatable separately for the 
metering chamber, it is possible to obtain a 
rest position in which the metering chamber is 
closed off from the reservoir and from the 
exterior (no return of the product to the 
reservoir, and therefore more accurate metering) 
and the reservoir can easily be filled by 
opening both valve elements simultaneously, 

2.3 Claims 2-11 are dependent on claim 1, and claims 12 
and 13 relate to a dispensing device comprising a 
valve according to one of claims 1 to 11, As such 
they also meet the requirements of novelty and 
inventive step of the PCT. 



Form PCT/lSA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



